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MONTEREY COUNTY
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
JEANNINE M. PACIONI, DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Date:  October 12, 2021

From:  , Chief District Attorney Investigator

Re:  Investigation

EMPLOYEE: 

   Legal Secretary (LS)

DETAILS:

On October 6, 2021, at the Monterey County District Attorney's Office, I was made aware that 
an employee of the Monterey County District Attorney’s Office started a 

relationship with an individual recently booked into Monterey County on felony criminal 
charges. The information that I received from the Salinas Police Department, memo is exhibit 
#5, detailed how  has been in communication via the Jail phone system with an 
individual in custody for felony evading police, and gun possession. The individual 
is associated with is also a known Salinas East Market Norteno Gang member. After receiving 
this information, I researched and validated that  had received multiple calls from 
Monterey County Jail to communicate and run errands for this criminal street gang member 
and used the District Attorney’s Office confidential criminal data base to look up this 
individual’s past crime report from a previous conviction of assault and robbery that he spent 
time in prison. 

Management Analyst (MA) Nichole Reed ran a full audit report on  for 
approximately 30 days of her usage in the District Attorney’s Office records management 
system called PBK. These records showed consistent entries related to her job tasks, but on 
September 26, 2021, a specific crime report from 2018 related to  was 
accessed.  The report that  accessed was a closed felony prosecution of a robbery
and this case had no current or pending court dates and was officially a closed case. 

All the report documents attached in the case had been accessed by  login 
credentials. These case reports contain highly sensitive victim and witness information in 
addition to criminal investigation information that is not authorized for public release or 
dissemination.   These crime reports if released would compromise the integrity of this 
sensitive criminal justice information it is also a crime in California to access this information 
without a need to know or right to know. 

A search of  personal cell phone number was identified in the jail phone recording 
system and revealed 25 phone calls, between October 5th, and October 10th, from the 
Monterey County Jail to  cell phone number. The inmate making these calls was 

 and his inmate identification was listed as the caller.  







1. It was alleged that  unlawfully accessed sensitive criminal reports without a need to 
know or right to know.

a. admitted to accessing the documents and querying individuals for non-work-
related personal reasons.

b. Multiple sources confirm the access of these records and relationship she currently has
with an inmate in county jail whom she is facilitating communication and running
errands for while he is in custody.

Exhibit List: 
1. Investigative Report
2. List of Jail Calls
3. Audit report from Records Management System
4. Office of the District Attorney Policy 1.17
5. Memo from Salinas Police Department
6. October 5th Salinas Police Face Book Post
7. Signed Admonishment

County District Attorney’s Office Policy section 1.17, Employee 
Conduct/Loyalty/Confidentiality. (Refer to Exhibit #3).  Her misconduct was also dishonest, and 
she was initially dishonest in her investigatory interview. I believe this finding is supported by 
the following information obtained during this investigation: 


























